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PRESIDENT½S 
MESSAGE 

 
So was the 13

th
 crazy or what?  Great show, incredible sales, more 

food than we could possibly consume, 50 new members, and the most 
perfect day that San Diego could have given us in mid February.  None 
of this would be possible without our awesome vendors and the incredi-
ble volunteers from this organization.  
 

Our set up team Friday night set 
up canopies and from 9 to 10 set 
up the tables for the show and 
sale in room 101.  Jeff Harris, 
George Plaisted, Steve Harris, 
Susan Hopkins, Sara Schell, 
Peter Walkowiak, Ed Case and 
Cathy Clark worked to give us an 
easier set up on Saturday morn-
ing.   
 

Saturday morning was semi-
controlled chaos that worked.  We 
had a more complex show to set 
up, a split sales area and 30 ven-
dors to take care of.  When 9 
oôclock came we were ready for 
the members only shopping.  
 

 Tom DeMerritt and Jim Deforest 
lead the Cashier Teams of Sarah 
Clayton, Katya DeMerritt, Lynn Elliot, Pat Marshall, Cathy Clark, 
Jessica McGee, Shelby and Peggy Katz, Margaret Gregory, Michele 
Heckathorn, Janet Svoboda, Catherine Sass, Suzie Perkins, Joe 
Kraatz, and Terry and Vickie McCune in moving people through the 
checkout process.  Art Cooley and Bev Grant helped shoppers by 
passing out boxes.  Ken Blackford was constantly on the move doing 
treasurerly things.   
 

Our greeter did a fine job passing on information assigning up a record 
number of members.  Cathy Clark started the day off working the table 
before she went to work at the registers.  Candy Garner, Joan Lozoya, 
Jeanette Dutton, Jean OôDaniel, Chris Dawson and Alexandria De-
vita held down the fort the rest of the day.   

 

Peter Walkowiak and Steve 
Harris led their team tin setting 
up and judging the show in re-
cord time. The clerking team 
consisted of Judy Walkowiak, 
Linda Stewart, Joan Lozoya, 
Michelle Picket, Susan Hop-
kins, Collette Parr, and Paul 
and Carol Maker.  
 

Our security team was awe-
some.  The main challenge we 
had was the sales area split.  
Ron Chisum and Craig Lacaille were incredible in helping set things 
up.  Every time we had a question they helped set requirements.  The 
rest of the patio security, which included Sharon Wirth, Chris and 
Melissa Worton, Jerry Markle, Brian Shepherd, Steve and Mrs. 
Salley, joined in with lots of energy through the day.  The show security 
volunteers were Ed Case, Bill OôDaniel, Joan Lozoya, Edward Wirth, 
Judy and Gene Walkowiak, Kathy and Steve Harris.  Major kudos to 
Elizabeth Glover who worked diligently to make sure the holding table 
outside stayed under control, a 
situation complicated by the split 
shopping areas. 
 

Breakfast and lunch was provided 
by a team lead by Vanessa Nel-
son.  Robert Nelson, Patrick 
Maldonado, Carol Jean Wol-
cott, Kaija Marcon and Suzie 
White. They were wonderful, 
moving a lot of people through the 
process.  Vanessaôs pot luck idea 
worked out well and we had more 
food than we could eat.  We even 
fed a busload of people that came down from the San Gabriel Cactus 
and Succulent Society. 
 

The clean up team did a fine job.  Steve and Mrs. Salley swept the 
floor free of dirt and grit (a miracle for sure) Susan Hopkins and Cathy 
Clark broke down table boxes, cleared off tables and did most anything 
that needed to be done.  Susan Lewitt broke down the extra boxes and 
carried them away to be recycled.  George Plaisted and Ed Case 
broke down the white tables and took care of them.  Ed Case, once 
more ended up my hero, he packed up my truck.  Bless him, by that 
time I was walking in circles and was not sure of my name. 
 

So I apologize if I missed someone.  Feel free to smack me upside the 

Cover: Rebutia jajoina in habitat, by Guillermo Rivera 

Outdoor canopied sales area 
Vanessa and Robert  Nelson readying food 

Sales Action 
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head and bring it to my attention at the next meeting.  Without all of you 
this could not have been a successful event.  So thank you for all you 
did to support our organization. 
 

So now what?  We have a spring lined up with our regular meetings, 
sales at Del Mar, the Water Conservation Garden, and Earth Day.  
All of these sales are focused on advertising our Summer Show the 5

th
 

and 6
th
 of June and exposing as many people as possible to the bene-

fits of growing cactus and succulent plants.  So we are looking for peo-
ple interested in helping us advertise our event.  Whenever you find a 
newspaper or magazine that has an events calendar and we are not in 
it please send me the information on how to get our information in to 
that calendar.  If you are interested in helping with this let me know.  
Tom DeMerritt is our Advertising Chair, but his time is limited.   
 
The Board is discussing a potential trip to the Huntington the end of 
June for the CSSA Show and Sale.  If you are interested in riding a bus 
up and back let me know.  Discussion is also underway on a bus trip to 
the Intercity Cactus and Succulent Show and Sale in August. 
 
For those of you interested in volunteering at the Baja and Old World 
Succulent Gardens at the Wild Animal Park, now is the time.  With 
the alternating rain and warm sunny days the weeds are going berserk 
and we will need all the help we can get to keep them under control so 
that we can prepare the gardens for the CSSA Convention visit next 
April.  Again contact me if you are interested. 
 
On a sad note Ron Seidler, a member who joined last February, 
passed away on December 31

st
.  Although he was a new member of 

our organizations he had collected cactus and succulents for many 
years.  There will be a members only sale on March 27

th
 at his home.  

He had some nice cactus, Euphorbias and other succulent plants that 
would like to have a new home where they would be cared for with love.  
If you are interested in going please contact me for directions.  I will 
have them at the regular meeting.  The property is interesting and there 
is a potential for some free cuttings. 
 
So Iôm ready for summer.  It has rained most of the day and my roof is 
leaking.  I look forward to sunnier months and time spent with all of you. 
 
Chris Miller 
26 February, 2010 

 

Program  
 

ñAn Exploratory Tip to Northwest 
Argentinaò 

 

Guillermo Rivera 
The presentation will cover several provinces in central and north-
western Argentina, from salt flats to high elevation Puna habitats. 
Gymnocalycium, Trichocereus, and Parodia will be well represented 
among the cactus, as well as some bromeliads and some wildlife. 

 

Many of our Club members have greatly enjoyed traveling with Gui-
llermo on one or another of his several South American adventure 
trips. He will be leading a tour to Argentina this fall, from November 
5th to November 20th. Cost for this trip is $ 2950 (all inclusive: ground 
transportation, hotels, meals, park entrance fees, etc), a value that 
canôt be beat. For details, go to   www.southamericanaturetours.com 
 

Photos by Guillermo Rivera 

Snacks for the Break: Those with last names beginning with A through M, please 

bring a snack to share at the break. 

http://www.cactusexpeditions.com.ar/
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Cactus of the Month  
 

ñThe Genus Gymnocalyciumò 
Steve Harris 

 
 

Edward F. Anderson, in The Cactus Family (Timber Press, 2001) 

places the genus Gymnocalycium in the Cactaceae Family, sub-Family 
Cactoideae, Tribe Trichocereeae. 
Gymnocalycium species range from Central Argentina north through 
Paraguay and Uruguay to Bolivia and Brazil. 
 
The name Gymnocalycium derives from the Greek gymnos, naked, and 
calyx, bud, referring to the smooth flower bud.  Five sub-genera are rec-
ognized by Graham Charles in Gymnocalycium in Habitat and Culture 
(self-published, 2009) based on similarities in the seed structure and 
the ways the seed pods burst to disperse seed.  These sub-genera are 
Macrosemineum, Gymnocalycium (originally Ovatisemineum), Mi-
croseminum, Trichomoseminum and Muscosemineum. 
 
The first description of a plant which would be ultimately classified as 
Gymnocalycium was by Haworth in 1812 of a plant he called Cactus 
gibbosus.  This species was combined with Cactus reductus and Echi-
nocactus denudatus into the Gymnocalycium genus in 1844.  By the 
time Britton and Rose published The Cactaceae in 1922, there were 
23 recognized species of Gymnocalycium. 
 
The period between 
World Wars I and II 
saw a great interest in 
cacti in Europe, in par-
ticular in Germany.  A 
botanist working in 
Cordoba, Argentina, 
Dr. Carlos Hosseus, 
sent many examples to 
Adolf Haage, a nurs-
eryman in Erfurt, Ger-
many.  The business of 
cacti became lucrative 
enough that Haage 
commissioned a trip 

by Curt Backeberg in 1930 and 1931 which took him through Peru, 
Bolivia and northern Argentina.  Backeberg, unfortunately, was more 
enthusiastic than botanically accurate.  He described several species 
from plants he discovered in German nurseries which lacked sufficient 
habitat data.  Many descriptions lacked photographs or type plants for 
Herbarium preservation.  A story persists concerning Backeberg de-
scribing a new species from a moving train car in the Andes. 
 
The result was pandemonium, not only among the Gymnocalycium but 
virtually all genera of South American cacti.  When Backeberg pub-
lished Das Kakteenlexikon in 1966, he included 83 species of Gymno-
calycium.  Botanists have been patiently sifting through the available 
reference data to put to rest many of the old, confused names. 
 
After World War II, many botanists were active in the subject of South 
American cacti, the most accomplished being Friedrich Ritter.  Strict 
laws concerning habitat-collected specimens brought many enthusiasts 
to the local areas to collect seed, which resulted in several other discov-
eries of Gymnocalycium species.  At present, Graham Charles accepts 
56 species. 
 
Many are in the trade, under one name or another.  Miles Andersonôs 
2009 catalog includes over 40 species of Gymnocalycium, and is a rec-
ommended source for plants for your collection. 
 
Gymnocalycium species can generally be broken into two general cate-
gories, those that clump and those that usually remain solitary.  Cluster-

ing species include G. an-
dreae and the slightly larger 
G. bruchii, both from the 
area near Cordoba, Argen-
tina. 
 
Solitary species include G. 
baldianum, which has flow-
ers of variable color includ-
ing red; G. cardenasianum, 
a pink flowered variety from 
Bolivia; G. denudatum with 
bright white flowers from 
Brazil and Uruguay; G. eri-
naceum with black tipped 
spines like a hedgehog 
from Argentina; G. eury-
pleurum from Cerro Leon, 
Paraguay, which may be 

G. gibbosum v chubutense in habitat on the Valdez Pen-
insula, Chubut Provence, Argentina 

G. denudatum 
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The due date for submission of all material to be published in EyF will be the second-to-last 
Saturday of the month preceding the next monthly meeting. All submissions are to be made to 
the Editors. Please e-mail  your articles to Paul & Carol Maker at pdmaker@roadrunner.com. 

Espinas Y Flores  Going Electronic!  
The newsletter is available for viewing and downloading at the Club 

website, www.sdcss.net.  Take a look! As a cost-savings measure, all 
members are being urged to accept an e-mailed version of the newslet-
ter ï the cost of color printing and mailing far outweigh the annual mem-
bership fee. To cancel your yard copy of the EyF, contact the member-
ship chairperson or the newsletter editor. You will be notified by e-mail 
of the availability of your next issue, the speakers at the next meeting, 
and other significant announcements. The electronic version will often 
contain additional color images, but a ñsmallest sizeò version with length 
less than about 1.5 MB will be available for ready downloading. A ver-
sion containing higher resolution color images will also be available that 
will not be suitable for dial-up connections. 

from Membership Chair  
  

Hello Everyone: 
  

Hope 2010 started off well for you!  Just a couple of 
reminders.  First, for people who have renewed their 
memberships, your new membership cards were 
printed, and are held by Ken Blackford, our Treasurer, for you to pick 
up at an SDC&SS meeting.  So, don't forget to stop by and pick up your 
new 2010 membership card.  Also, the Club By-Laws required me to 
drop many names from our membership list because of failure to renew 
during the first two month of the year. If you know anyone who has 
been dropped, remind them of what a wonderful experience they are 
missing, not belonging to the Club! They are of course welcome to re-
join at any time - at a club meeting or by contacting me. The member-
ship application is included in the EyF.  
 

Please feel free to contact me with any questions you might have with 
regards to our membership.  My e-mail is collette.parr@cox.net and my 
cell phone is 619-384-8849. 
  

Thanks, 
  

Collette Parr 

endangered by land clearance 
in habitat; G. hossei from La 
Rioja, Argentina, sometimes 
mistakenly called manzanense; 
and G. oenanthemum with 
flowers that start orange and 
darken to red from Catamarca, 
Argentina, sometimes mistak-
enly called tillianum or carmi-
nanthum. 

 
Other solitary species include 
G. pflanzii ssp zegarrae  from 
Campero, Bolivia, the most 
northerly of Gymnocalycium 
species, sometimes mistakenly 
called var. albipulpa or al-
bopulpa or G. zegarrae; G. 
quehlianum, notable for its 
white flower with a red throat 
from Cordoba, Argentina; G. 
saglionis, the giant of the ge-
nus at 12 inches and profuse 
white to pink flowers, widely 
spread from Jujuy in the north to 
Salta, Catamarca and La Rioja 
further south in Argentina; G. schroederianum ssp. bayense from Bue-
nos Aires, Argentina, sometimes mis-labeled bayensis, fairly new to the 
trade and named for the Sierra Bayas; and G. stenopleurum from the 
Gran Chaco of Paraguay, sometimes mistakenly called friedrichii, this is 
the ñStar Cactusò with the chlorophyll bred out and grafted onto Hylocer-
eus stock. 

G.  saglionis 

G. hossei 

G.  neuhuberi 

mailto::pdmaker@roadrunner.com
http://www.sdcss.com
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SDCSS HELP WANTed ADS 
If you are looking for a way to help here are some ideas: 

Contact Chris Miller if you would like to volunteer 

Opinions expressed in articles and editorial comments are solely the opinions of the au-
thor or the editor and do not necessarily represent the opinion of the SDCSS, the Board of 
Directors or the organization as a whole. All material submitted to the Espinas Y Flores for 
possible publication may be edited in form and content. All material contained in the Espi-
nas Y Flores may be reprinted by other non-profit organizations (unless permission is 
expressly denied in a note accompanying the article.) Please send one copy of the printed 
material to the editor. Reproduction in whole or part by any other organization without the 
express consent of the editor is prohibited. 

Winter show results  
 
Novice: 
Best Cactus: Judy Walkowiak, Uebelmannia pectinifera 
Best Succulent: Gregg DeChirico, Euphorbia suzannae 
Best Winter Grower: Inacia Matheus, Senecio tropaeofolium 
 
Advanced: 
Best Cactus: Carol & Paul Maker, Ariocarpus fissuratus lloydii 
Best Succulent: Carol & Paul Maker, Tylecodon reticulatus 
Best Winter Grower: Peter Walkowiak, Euphorbia bupluerifolia 
 
Best in Show: Steve Frieze, Echinocereus viridiflorus 

Otherwise unaccredited photos are the handiwork of the Editors. 

Volunteers for WAP 
Gardens:  For gar-
den maintenance, 
new area develop-
ment, plant identifi-
cation and to work in 
the greenhouse 

Trophy Chairper-
son: Someone to 
manage the 
Clubôs many tro-
phies, overseeing 
their refurbish-
ment. 
. 

Trophy Sponsor-
ship: We are in 
the process of up-
dating trophies 
and are looking for 
donations to sup-
port the process.   

Education Chair: 
For Summer Show:  
Put together a pro-
gram for education 
during the summer 
show 

Membership Com-
mittee Members: 
To support the 
membership chair 
in providing mem-
bership services. 

Audio Visual Person 
Duties to include or-
ganizing existing 
equipment, setting up 
at meetings and ad-
vising on require-
ments. 

Ride Coordinator:  
Point of contact for 
those members who 
need a ride to meet-
ings and those will-
ing to give rides. 

Trip Coordinator 
to coordinate trips, 
arrange bus con-
tracts, destination 
requirements, etc.  

 

The Winners Table. Left to right back row: Euphorbia bupleurifolia, 
Echinocereus viridiflorus, Tylecodon reticulatus. Left to right front row: 
Euphorbia suzannae, Senecio tropaeofolium, Uebelmannia pectinifera, 
Ariocarpus fissuratus lloydii. 
 
There were 27 entrants at the Advanced level, and they entered 220 
specimens. There were 16 entrants at the Novice level, and they entered 
80 speciments. In total, there were 300 plants from 43 people. 


